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Personality Structure as proposed by Erikson and its relation to the sense of
alienation and aggression among a sample of orphan and normal

adolescents in Makkah

Mastorah Z. AL-Harthi

This study aimed to investigate the psychosocial development as
represented by “ego virtues” according to Erikson and the sense of alienation
and aggressive behavior among samples of (79) adolescent girls that under social
welfare and (155) normal girls of the same age and academic level. In order to
achieve this goal, The Ego Virtues Scale (Al-gamdi, 2010)and The Aggressive
Scale (Abu Abah and Abdullah, 1995) and The Alienation Scale (Khalifah, 2005)
to the sample. Data analysis revealed the following results:

1. Significant correlations between different ego virtues, and between these
virtues and the total score of ego virtues were found.

2. Significant correlations between ego virtues, alienation and aggressive among
a the whole sample, the orphan sample, and the normal adolescent sample
were found.

3. The analysis of variance (two way Anova) shows a significant difference
between orphan and normal adolescents in the subjects’ ego virtues. Also, the
age-level and its interaction with the frustration of parents’ loss were found
to be significant. However, The education-level and its interaction with the
frustration of parents' loss were found to be insignificant

4. The analysis of variance (two way Anova) shows a significant difference
between orphan and normal adolescents in the subjects' sense of alienation.
However, the levels of age or education and their interactions with the
frustration of parents' loss were found to be insignificant.

5. The analysis of variance (two way Anova) shows a significant difference
between orphan and normal adolescents in the subjects’ aggression.
However, the levels of age or education and their interactions with the
frustration of parents' loss were found to be insignificant.

The researcher believes the children’s frustration and the loss of parents
and the loss of their root-identity may cause their sense of alienation, and
weakness of ego. This cause those children and adolescents to show more
aggressive behavior. Accordingly, it is recommended to improve the live of those
unfortunate individuals through more effective educational and counseling and
custody programs.
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